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SMALL BUSINESS CORNER

Voltage selling international flavor

Furniture store
brings home a
touch of Europe

By Val Prevish

Enguirer Confribator

ik vag eyt B fr
inluel was inspire e
mimire designors he studied in school st
the University of Kenbacky, mod whille
stucfing shroad in Ferope

Hinkel wanted o bring the fresh,
modern designs he bved 10 his Cincine
pali lometoss. s in 1580, only & few
wears aller gradusting fem college, e
epeed Voltage, one of the only retal

centlets b the reghon to ofler contempes- |

rary bigh-desig lighting aad fursiure,

“When you're in anchiiociure school
imodern desiga) s the wacabulary,” he
sad
Queen Asne. | like classic modern stvie,
and nothing was svailable in Cincinsail ™

Alibough he first started his siore with
Jet 3 ferw hundined sqmare feet on Hyde

¢ compelled bim o extend has of |

]Lhmu 1o firsdure and scoessories,

which lod bim to relocate two more times |

o keop s with bis expanding imeatony
Today, Voliage occupies 2000
¢ feel in o resovatid commercial

building on Madison RBoad Hinkd and |

his wile, Jalie, overses & stal of nine and
specialize in Earopeas-made furnione
from select designers such as BLGH Jalin,
Cassima, Memlto, Montis Polireno Fram
.-)d mnm Thm do bt.hl.rrumlh hath
ial clients

(lronghout llx' region
Since moving o Oaldey roaghly six
years agn, Hinkel said sades for Volmge
hawe neardy doubled, hovering around 35

miiion in 2007,

While the slow evaosamy and the weak
U5, ddlar will ake things a litde wough-
er this yoar, Hinkel said, Volinge has de-
veloped 2 loval follkiwing. Even with the
eurn marging agains! the dollar and k-
Ingz rPoerseas oo mane expensive, Hin-
kel maid he expocts sales in remain
steady because he caters o an affieem
clismitele

With mn evernge conch costing in the
neighborhood of 55000, Hinkel said,
Volrage i nof the firg siop for bargain
Barvriture hunters. Many of bas clisnts are
betwoen the ages of 45 and 65, he s,
anil ofven come b becwsse they are
reacly o cust off their old famiture 2wl
ad:lpl an updated, more sophisticuted
Sy

“They may b lived the raditional
fidestyle and want something new.” he
said "/ Iot of themn are travelers, amd
they've- seen these things all ower the
world and they want them in their
home."

"W aboi what's currenl, ol |

Il and Jaft Hin-
kel ownars of
Voltage Fumitune
Irc. on hadison
Road iy Qiasbdary,
55 businsss with
btk residential
#nd commencial
clients throughout
the region. Even
withi e giu
surging againal
Ehi dosar and
making overseas
goods mone e
pangha, Hirksl
sald he apects
sales 10 remain
ety bacausn
e caters fo an af-
fuent chentaia,

Voltage

Addreas: 3209 Mac-
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Tulle Hisked saied the same type of cus
fomers may also come in te find fursiture
for a sevond bome that they wanl & comr
phetely different kol for.

Susss Covatta of Hiypde Park was ooe
such cusinmer,

Stwe and her bushand, Anthosy. dec-
aried thwlr oneyvarold vacation home
£ mworthern Michigan in s Scandinevism
beach house style Ut she sald she lad
long sdrsired.

*1 hadd alwwys wanied o build & Scand
mavian beach house,” sald Covaita, whose
home in Hyde Park B decoraied in a
Somthwestern snyle. s a wvery chean-ined
loscle. Tt wris very el oo our T et

the dunes on Lake Michigan.”

Covalts said she bought much of the
famiture for the bowse al Violisge amd
was fnpressed with their knowdedye amd
Service.

“It's & onecika-kind store in this area,”
she sakl. “Jedl has an Incredible eye, and

buslness.

Ere's bl n wonderful P other
sore in Cimcinmai compares. You'd have
o go ioa big cty elsewhere o find what
they have-

Pamela MeDonel, mterior designer
for BHDF Architechare downiown, aaid
he has worked with Yoltage for years 1o
design inbeviors for corporabe clients
who wast an inlernational look for their

[

I | weant that fook. | aleays go there,”
she said. “i's ooe place | can go that |
o theyl abways dio the meseanch amd
End what | wasl, They have grest s
pomer gervice, The chents can see the
prodocts, sl they have pleces that |

can'® get amywhene else”

Is HEnked worried that pewly opened
[kia willl ke away soime of ks bisiness?
Hot ot all, fee aaidl

“We look ot [kea a5 & positive thing.
becasse it brings more scoeplance of thés
siyle,” he said, *foe educates people.”™

The two stores draw dilferent fypes af
cusinmers who appreciile conbesporary
styles im furssture, he added.

s the riverfrost and dowsdows arces
contizee v Be developed into new lo@
living spaces jor upscale bupers, Hinksd
sald he sees that as a positive trend that
could increase sales of his prodacts, 166,

*Fiverfront condo bivers are alss buy-
fng this furnitare.” he said

Juli: Hislbad added: “As downtesm be
comes mare popalar, that arbag fedd is
guing 1o work in odr fwor, This look
works well i (hat loft seyfe”
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